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imuyinG eff!5cti:?e co:c^-n!Eii^ion skills 

(Sossion 17B) 

In thfr ^ttmpt to bolp pupils to build rfrflls in tko aroa of 
oonprohonsionf ono tmst nndcpstand oortain baslo tenants# Ptyst# 
eottins Twmins froa tho prlntod nago is tho end product of tho reading 
act. Children my bo 'uoH infomod with rogaid to phonotlc gonoralisa* 
^ tionsy structural genorallzatlonsg and other u>rd attack skills^ but 
tooloss they can use these tools to socuro aeaaing in tho different 
^ areas of oooprohonslonf the roadins act will not bo f u l fill ed# Soeend. 

oonproheneion Is a ^bal tom i*lch anoonpsesss miA abllitlos as 
^ reading for detallSt grasping ths aain idea, and differentiating 
O between a fiaet and an opinion# Third# |«pils dervelop an mderstanding 
^ of oor^jTriMOBlim In IWnt of tho ((aostieBS odna if th» UtOwr, If 
the teacher aaka only qoestiona idddi Involvo detaila, the students 
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vlll gain tho Irnpreeaion that effective conprehcnsion conrdstc only of 
reading for dotaila, Fonrth. natorlals used for constructing skills in 
this important area must bo on the instructional reading level of the 
pupil* Students vho are forced to read froa a single text at a given 
readability level cannot hope to derive a aatlsfaotory degree of under¬ 
standing froa the naterials* 

The P.eltttionshin of Certain Factors to Conorehonsioa 

If one is to help children with eoaprehenslon iikillSf the relation¬ 
ship of certain factors to this body of skills must be understood. 

i* Physical* Children mist be rested, alert, and aiudous to learn 
if an adequate neaning la to be derived* The tired, anxious pupil can¬ 
not be expeotod to reraontoer details. The status of tho emotional and 
physical health of every studoit mat be studied by every teacher. 

2. T-icnt^l. Must realise that the entire reading act is a mental 
process. Vlhlle a high level df intellleenee < a distinct advanUge 
to the learner. It does not necessarily Insure a hi^ level of ooaore- 
heusion. A clear understanding of each child* s level of InteUlgenee 
xBust be established. 

3. 2^ exoerieTice. Si order for wrds to have meaningf 
tho reader must bo able to attadh some kind of meaning to the words 
%Mch are road. A child caimot fbUy coaprehend the meaning of the 
word, "hyt3rant," unless hs has seen a picture of the object or the 
actual object itself. The cifLturiutly disadvantaged child Is apt to be 
partiovOarly deficient in this area. To conpensate for tho lack of 
actual experience with objects and Ideas, tlie teaehsr of these pupils 
must use such tools and techniques as filmstrips, films, and field 

*/vrp5* 
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P.ecormltten, A prlra© nrerequiftlto for btilldlng offeotivo 
eotnprohension tkllla is a basic imderatonding of suoh vord perc e ption 
skillf at T^netle anaXTsit^ atraotural analyoit, and context clnea. 

One cannot derive the exaot neaning of phrases and sentences tmless 
each vord can be pronounced* There la little J i8tir*.catimi for 
beginning a aephlsticatod progran in the various areas of conprehenaion 
tmtll vord recognition linitatlona have boon corrected* 

5* Pumose of the loader* To gain a complete undoratanding of a 
given aeleetiont the pupil mst be given a purpoaa for reading* The 
use of a reading«8tudy fommla such as SQ3R vill be of invaluable aid 
in helping a dhild secure intended meaning from a paragraph or chapter* 

The Cormyehcnslen ?^11 Stronda 

Aa indicated In the opei4ing aoction* comprehmaion must be thought 
of aa a comtdnation of aeveral faeeta* Direct and aequential training 
nuat be given in each of these areas If the student la to be equipped 
to gain moaning tetm many different typ9S of material* Ea^ of these 
aspects la described In the foUoving section* 

!• Reading for Petaila, An essential aspect of total proficiency 
In reading at all age and grade levels Is the ablU^ to secure details 
trtm many differmt kinds of reading materials* The steps involved In 
completing an experinont or an Income tax form will necessarily be a 
relatively alow analytical process «hl<di requlrss earelNid. attontlcn on 
the part of the reader* 

2* Reading ^ Secqro ?hin Ideas. Pupils at all educational levels 
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ar^ freqnrntly ask€*d to road « calocilon at n fairly rapid rato to 
Boeiiro ono min concept or idea* This skill calls for dlscrininatory 
roadins in >dilch tho reader atterrpts to place a ntribor of emll dotoUs 
into a naln idea* Traotleo should be civen using paragra^^ chapters* 
and conploto books as the fiklU is developed, 

3* needirt? to riffercntintc Feet ant! Opinion, Ono of tho 

nost neglooted and yet ono of tho isoot Inportant skill otr&nds is that 
of reading to doeido if a gi^on statomont is a fact or an opinion. 

Pupils sltould bo taught as oarXy as tho first grado that a statonent 
my bo fonoilV^Q. or it my be factual* OldM^ pupllo nust bo taught to 
analyse copyright dates* different varslono of storioa* and tho ^uali* 
Aeations of authors* Tho attitude of tho toadhor is isportant in the 
dovelopnont of tho skill* Tho teacher %jho leads the pupil to boliovo 
that a given state^aent Is absolutely true because it Is in tho tosetbook 
is doing little to develop his okiH in tho ir^rtant area of critical 
thirddng ond eritioal reading* 

h* P.ccdlnf: to rollov Piroctlong, This skill wist bo developed 
adequately at every ago level* TVoryone Is called xrpon doily to follow 
directions sudh as ob^flng s traffie sign* oonstruotins s do*it*»yoursslf 
fimituro Iten* or oonploting an inoo^io tax fom* Pupils shoidd be 
trained in listening skills in order that verbal directions nay bo 
foUouod noro explicitly* !funozuu8 opportunlttos shoald bo given for 
then to read written directions* They should understond that thoro it 
a purpose for all dlreotlons and that the tea^r iiiU not tolerate a 
"nearly** oorroot vespnase* 

5* Vans* Orarhs* and Charts. The skill of interpreting nape* 
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frJiT^hs, and charts Is frcqttcntly taken for fprantod* Then© fkillc nust 
bo tausht in ft ecqunntlal oenner at all Itn-ola, ThoGO aids servo 
tho Inportant prjrposo of eonvGi 5 *lri 3 nosnlnrjfVil Inforrtntion In a ehort 
cnount of spaco* Tho p'.ipil vJvj fails to Intornrot thoco itetns nlotjos 
mseh of tho storj? or artlolo and does not have a clear understandlns of 
tho total bodjr of eoneeptc tdilch are prosontod, 

o, Hn-d^nr: to rre-dtot T!'.© ablllt^r to predict oritoonos la 

continjircnt tmon tho readcr*s ability to (prasp dotallr* his backGround 
of expsrlcneo, ft»l hla ability to display ft roaconablo ftttcfntlcn span. 
Active Citticlps-tion on tlto part of tho reader loads bin to develop a 
deciro for the conploto neentnr: to be dorlr*od £ron ft dven selection. 

7. Per.dir^T to Folloir tho t^.ler^s Tlan and Int.e*?t. Since authors 
have unique plans for proacmtlnG a body of information, a very earefol 
study of tho Mrtter*s cresmiaatlonal pattern laist bo mdo. vhilo wost 
readins aatorial usually contains a brief Intwductlon, ft boiy, ojr& ft 
eusnary of tho total prosentation, com vrltors chooso other cothods 
of conpiltnt; Infomatioin. A carciHdL analysis of tho total plan xiUl 
help tlio roedop to asrtRillate tho intended tsosninGs* 

8. rerMrtr, ^ Sirmrlrio end Cyr:;mlgo. An efficient reader orgaaless 
and sus^^rlscs mterlal in order to soo the relfttions^lps amns tho 
various details presented in a celoction. In a fo:i inatonocs, tho 

nay ^ tho estnblltJJiaent of a rwntal ooneopt In uhleh tho pspH 
sunnarlsos a norl^or of brief facts into a nosstii^QfdX zdndvsct rosardlng 
a given topic. Sunnsrlos uHl noro often take ft vrlttsn fbm in ^iili^ 
tho reader vtehes to pro sftr vo eertain ideas for use on lator ocoasloiis. 
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To FoTlotr in Tf'.-.cMnrr Co'^r >m?';nr.:~Ton r;.;i.lls 
!• Rc;;odbor tli^t conpx*ohcn?ion is ft is^lobcl tom iJ^ilch on^orcjfiasos 
lare tlunn juct xwding for dotnils find pr4rrotins t!ion back to tlic 
toachor* 

2, Tho coqu'wtial toftching end rcwtoachiag of all oorsproVionolott 
ekills is vital* P^ipils don*t loam to Oortprebond by osrwsls or 
becftttoo they oro officient vord caHors* A oaroibl fomulation of 
ruadin;^ objooilvos idilch viU Inouro steady grovth In aU areas of 
eonprohonsion« nust bo nndortftkon* 

3* If corrprrhcnfiion eldlls aro to bo adequately do'.'olopcd^ tho 
reading mtcrlala nust be at tho child* e Instmction&l Icnrol* l^torials 
vddeh er« too difficult fruotrato tho reader v^illo nsterisle tddeh &ro 
too oa^ fail to ds&Uenno tho child* If tho child eon ooaprehond at 
loaot 75 peroent of tho silent reading mtorlol* and c&n poronounee at 
least 95 perconi of tl«i vordo oroUy, one rdiiit rtoJro t!iO Judsnjfit that 
a given eeloetion is at t!ui instructi<uttl lovol* A raore fomal analysia 
of any given mterlal can bo mdo throu^pi tho use of roadability fonsulas 
vMcli have been construoted by Flosch* ColeJChall, and others* 
h* Heading purposes must bo dovelc^d nlth putdls in order for 
eatiofactory ?f!eanlng to be dcriLvod* !>ofbro reading^ ti» FJrpco^ nwot 
bo ostablialxxl -/v»t!ior tlio rending is to bo dono to gain dotaUs^ naia 
Idcas^ or a significaiit gonorolisat^n* Tea^^iors are guilty of ootw 
tribuUni; to inoffectivo oonprohonoion by aoSclnc pupils to **rood copier 
5 for tonorrot^ iltiiout additiotial oocoents* Tho li^rtanoo of actab* 
lishing questions tddeh font a purpoM for reading cannot bo ovarstreasad* 
At pointed out in another port of thia prassntatiMtf atudents oust bo 
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to mtoctand that cffoctivo co:Tir:'h’3n.'3ion conslrto of mr« tl«in 
tV*o noi*o of fo^loctod ctctalls. Tofta'ic.-^s sVou’l'! Inct^ructton 

r-n?1 prr.cttco In atl of the co.u-:>rc!v*“3lon s^-iU nroas, 

5, nrjlla nunt that wltora havo r!a»iy <y,rrc!?o:iit ctyloa of 

^irltlns and they mtist dotornfUw vhother the topics aro t-ittcn ftron ft 
8uhjectl*.*c, fictional, or fhotnal point of vlev. Tho reador nuot deoido 
very «arly in the ercTcloc ^fiat lArsdc (if any) of infomailon ho is 
rotfclns ond ^ihat nathoda and procod'ires cliotid bo omployed. For oxassplftf 
if ho doetdos t!»t tho artlolo is of ft eontrovorsiftl natu?©, ho ehonld 
apply critical reading toohniqnco and corner© tho stateiacats of tho 
Tsatcricl in quooticn with pronomcQ»'?nta fbtaid in othor sonrooo ^ddoh 
havo boca T3*lttan in tho cano aubdoct aroe* 

Stops For ThiUdtog Fffeotivo CorTyohonston Skills Xn All Ft^hjoet Aroos» 

troll-xlcvolopod, soqcontial leonon? rsoot bo plnraod and e\ncatod ia 
all content troas if a high Itwd of conprohondon is roalisod, Tlvo 
folloTdns steps oust bo iRplcnontcd if this objoetiv-e is cojistruotod 
proporly, 

n.rst 4 tho teacher mxSt build rocdlnsss for tho selection ihich, is 
to bo assisned. furljis tho period, a discussion ^th tho pupils should 
bo held at iihloh Ufflo each of then recall ar^r «sr«ri««*2«s 
ho has had rogardlas the topic, mrflciat vords, rfirioos, and concept® 
should bo introduood and Cviidlng questions tgr tho toaiAor 

and tho pupils should bo conjailcd •Kith additional qtjestions colootod 
fron the textbook or worWjook, Tiany diffweat kinds of books bosideo 
tho textbodk should bo ftToiXablo la order to oftro for tho %ldo range of 
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roAdlns lo'/ol» vhlo>* ar© typically prosont In a hotoroc«ncfou3 olaseroon# 

gpcond# th# period for ailont reading noot be schocluled. Obsor/a- 
tion aho\ild be ti^ertaken to locate puplla t«ho have Inproper allcnt 
reading hablte euoh ea finger palntlngt Hp wvmeatf and sub-vocallza* 
tion* 

Third* e general dieeaeelon of the study topic ehoisld bo undertaken 
in light of the guiding quoetione tddoh vero established during the 
readiness period* In soae eases oral rereading of certain passages of 
the eeleetion nay be appropriate to ^rify and substantiate certain 
ideas and concepts* 

Fourth* ttoaningfSd eulzsinating activities In such areas as social 
studies and seiMoe slight serve to cUndh essential principles 
ere explained in the written fsaterial* A tine line night be eonstruoted 
by the pupilc after they have read various ejections on the topic 
*£aportant Events in Aaerioan History*" The use of audio-visual aide 
suoh as filns and fUnstrips^ nay also serve to reinforoo inportent 
facts* 

Evaluation of Cownrehension Skills, 

A knoidedge of oaoh pupil*8 strengths and lisdtations in the area 
of eonprvdiension east bo ostablishod on a oontinuing basis* Tho use 
of a subjeetivo reading inventory or soae other infomal device nay 
land valuable Inforoatim in thie important area* Several ooissereial 
tests such as the California Achicvcfr^nt Test* lova Tost of Basle Skills* 
Piapnostle Heading Scales* ParreH Analysis of Reading Difficulties* or 
the Gates^Meiclllftp Reading Diagnostic Test nay be used profitably in 
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tho ©valxaition procodurof* A curef^ observation rhould also b« nado 
of tha roadar^a oral rosponsaa to varlouo typoo of quocttons* Tha 
instruotlonal prosran shotild bo bacad on tho danonotratad naeda of tha 
pupilo aa ravaalod^br tha roeulta of thaea toola and taohnl(iuee« 

Stryiary 

Catting naanine fron tha printed page la tha and product of tha 
reading aot* Coatprahansion la a global tern and la oonpoead of nanr 
dlffarant faoata. Zf oonprehenaion akiUa ara to ba dev^pad properly* 
arery taaehar ruat eonatruot laaaon i^Iana aliloh idU inaura that ability 
in thla latporiant area is davalopod in a raquantial nannar* Eatablialw* 
ing raadinaaa for a glvan topio* aohadiAing a ailmt reading period* 
dlBoosalng tha topio* and dovaloplng tpproprlata eulainating aotivitlaa 
halp aabb pupil to undaratand intendod a^aninga in a giyon avbjaot 
•raa^ Taiioua araluation prooodtxraa eboid.d bo eaptoyad to help tha 
taadhar atruotora tha pr o i^ inatruotioaal prograa In ovipra^aaaion* 



